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• Author’s name
• Title of the article
• Name of the journal
• Volume number (if there is one)
• Year of publication
• First page of the article

What information do you need?



First, the title of the 
journal:  Legal Studies



Next to that, we can find 
the volume number:

Vol 30 No.1



And then the date: 
2010



And finally the pages 
of the article



The title of the article
itself



and the author



As with books, the first thing is the author, 
followed by a comma:

Gerard McCormick,

Putting it together



‘Reconstructing European insolvency law –
constructing a new paradigm’ – in single 
quotation marks

Now the title of the article



(2010)

Round or square brackets?

• round brackets if there is a separate volume number, 
but square brackets if there isn’t a separate volume 
number.

• In this example we know there is a volume number –
Vol 30 no 1

When it was published



30(1) LS 126

The volume number, followed by the issue 
number in brackets

Then the title of the journal – which can be 
abbreviated

Then the first page of the article

And finally…where to find it



Gerard McCormick, ‘Reconstructing 
European insolvency law – constructing a 
new paradigm’ (2010) 30(1) LS 126

So the complete reference is…



• When pinpointing, put a comma between the 
first page of the article and the page pinpoint. 

• Gerard McCormick, ‘Reconstructing 
European insolvency law – constructing a 
new paradigm’ (2010) 30(1) LS 126, 131.

Pinpointing



The formulae for journal articles
• author, | ‘title’ | [year] | journal name or 

abbreviation | first page of article

• [OR]

• author, | ‘title’ | (year) | volume | journal name 
or abbreviation | first page of article



• Paul Craig, ‘Theory, “Pure Theory” and 
Values in Public Law’ [2005] PL 440.

• Alison L Young, ‘In Defence of Due 
Deference’ (2009) 72 MLR 554.

Examples of references without and 
with volume numbers



• List in section 4.2.1 of the OSCOLA guide

• For other journals, use the Cardiff Index to Legal 
Abbreviations

• http://www.legalabbrevs.cardiff.ac.uk/

• Above all, be consistent!

Finding abbreviations for journals

http://www.legalabbrevs.cardiff.ac.uk/


http://www.legalabbrevs.cardiff.ac.uk/



Author, | ‘Title of Article’ | [(Year)] | Volume | 
Abbreviation | First Page

• Footnote:  Graham Virgo, ‘Why Study Law: the 
Relevance of Legal Information’ (2011) 11 LIM 221.

• If pinpointing page 223: Graham Virgo, ‘Why 
Study Law: the Relevance of Legal Information’ 
(2011) 11 LIM 221, 223.

• Short form:- Virgo (n #).

Recap: Example for Journal Articles
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